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BLOOMFIELD — The sun shane.
The flag waved.

Hundreds of people:sat in lawn
yairs or stood on the Greene Coun-
r courthouse lawn Satuvday as the
rsi county veterans memorial was
sdicated, 70 years after World War
ang almost 20 after Vieinam.

“If we don't do it now in our tie,
ho's gaing to do it?”" queried Bill
glton, a World War T veferan who
elped supervise the project. “The

money wasn't easy to get, $10 or $20

at a time.”, ’ .
As they saluted the county’s 158

war dead whose names are on the

granite monument, veterans in the .

crowd were apt to count their bles-
sings.

“They gave something that no
one else can give for us to have
what we have here today,” said
Vietnam veteran John Burris, an
Fastern High School graduate. "It's
rot my memorial. It's for them, and
T'm proud fo have helped them.”

Ag the Bloomfield High School

band played ‘“The Star-Spangled
Banner,” James Baukat, the neph-
ew of one of Buiris’s classmates,
saluted, then punt his left hand on
hig chest, and then his right hand.
The 7-year-old never Knew his Un-
cle Kenneth L. Walters, whose
nama is among 12 listed on the
memorial under Vietnam.

Mearby, as hird droppings spat-
tered off the lawn chair in front of
pim, James Letsingar barely
smiled.

“That's just like on D-Day,” he
said. “1 was lucky all those bullets
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migsed me.”

Letsinger “scrounged around in
three or four trunks” to fnd the
World War I soldier’s unifoym he
madeled Saturday; consistiie of
olive-drab, siightly moth-eaten woal
Eisenhower jacket and overseas
hat, and tie and shirt.

“This shirt belonged to my wife's
first husband, a Ayer who. was lost
in Worid War IL” he said. Capt.
Doyle Dugger, a B17 flyer who died
in Germany in March 1843, is
among the county’s 100 World War
T dead. :
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Letsinger himself was in the

Sixth Engineers Specisl Brigade, an -

assault proup that landed at Nor-
mandy, France, on D-Day, June 4,
1844, -
Of about §,600 living Gresme
Courty veterans, close fo 75 percent
served in World War Il [n addifion
to the 100 World War I dead end 12
Vietnam dead, the memorial Usts 29
for World War [ and 18 for Korea. .
*“The price of freedom s migh,”
said (rane Naval Weagons Support
Center FExecuiive Officer Ralph

see Memaorial, page 63
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BLOOMFIELD - Taps are played as Marines salute the 158 war dead ceremmonies Saturday at the Gresne County courthouse. The monument

listed on Greene Coungy's first veterans memerial during dedication was paid for entirely through private donations.
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Darling in his dedication speech.
“We must accomplish the mission
that the dead have assigned us. . ..
Abbve all, remember their names.
They were killed once. They must
not be killed again by forgetfnl-

reene veterans memorial

ness.”

The monwment was paid for en-
tirely fhrough private donations.
About $20,000 had been raised be-
fore S8aturday, of which about
$16,000 was for the monument it
self, and about $4,000 for the fence,
landscaning and maintenance costs.
Additionial donations were rolling

in Saturday.

Felton, of the Gresne County
Veterans Council, sald there is falk
now of adding names of Civll War
znd Spanish-Amerjcan War dead to
the monument. There showld be
room Tor them on the blank east
side of the memorial's gray pillars,
hie sald, and for any who might fall

tne

edicated

For the notion that fear of nucle-
ar war has puf an end to war is “a
wrong assumption,” saidé Greene
County historian Gene Combs, who
spent five yvears with the American
Red Cross during World war IT
“Well, the milleniom has not yei
come.” ’



Greene County Veterans Memorial List of Names for WWI

Allen Alva

Bashaw Clarence

Beasley George C.
Bradley Joseph W.
Coster Claude

Courtney Frank 0.
Cross George E.
Dixon Charles E

Hall Perry

Hauser Lewis

Holder Fred L.

Hout Herman

Huffman Frederick R.
Johnson Helmer H.
Johnson Gleason

Mason Joseph

Miller Hiram

Miller Warden D.
Mullis Myrel

Pearcy Henry A.
Phillips Van C.
Ridenbark Oscar L.

Roth Charles E.
Ruth William

Strauser Ernest F.

Strietelmeier Herman H.
Talbot Howard R.
Terhune Charles W.
Vest Clarence W.
Wingate Richard H.
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